COUNTY OF YORK

MEMORANDUM
DATE: October 2, 2000 (BOS Mtg. 10/17/00)
TO: Y ork County Board of Supervisors

FROM: James E. Barnett, County Attorney
SUBJECT: Clamof Kiln Creek Associates, L. P.

Attached is a copy of a letter of Augugt 11, 2000 from Mak A. Short of Kaufmen & Canoles
presenting adam to the Board on behdf of Kiln Cresk Assodaes L. P. (KCA). The dam demands
compensaion for dameges which dlegedy incurred because of afalure of the sawer pumps and force
main which sarvice Kiln Cresk Center, a shopping center owned by KCA on Route 17. Asddalled in
the letter, Kiln Creek Center isa grip shopping center srved by apublic gravity sewer main and forced
sawer man. However, as was agread between KCA and the County when the shopping center was
developed in the late 1980's, the pump daion sarvicing the shopping center is privatdy owned by
KCA. KCA indicatesthat twice, in December 1999 and January 2000, it was required to replace two
sawer pumps and to perform extengve repars to a pump in January and February 2000, dlegedy
because of a falure by the County to maintain the public sawer line into which the privaidy owned
pumping detion dischargesits sawage. KCA inggsthat the problem arose from afalure of the County
to contral the number of additiondl connections which have been dlowed to tep into the sawer main,
subsequently causing a blockege which resulted in a backup of pressure into the pumping dation,
caudng it to suffer damages. KCA asksfor compensation in the total amount of $28,499.00.

| gpoke with County employees in the Department of Environmental and Devdopment Sarvices (EDS),
and obtained from them a sgnificantly different verson of thefacts. EDS serviced the sewer mains and
repaired the blockage that dlegedly caused the damageto KCA's pumps. According to EDS offidds,
there was indeed an obdtruction of the sewer main which occurred a the times described in Mr. Short's
letter. However, EDS dffidds report thet the blockage conssted dmog entirdy of greese from the
County Grill restaurant which is located in Kiln Cresk Center. The County found no other blockages
dfecting the sawer mains. According to EDS it is the County who incurred subgtantial codt in repairing
a blockage caused by improper discharge of wade maerids into the sewer line  Attached is a
memorandum of Augug 31, 2000 from J&ff Dunn, Utilities Operations Superintendent, describing the
efforts undertaken by the County to remedy the blockage that gpparently caused the damages to
KCA's sawer pumping gation which are the bassfor itsdams. In order to prevent further intruson of
grease into the County's sawer main, EDS inddled an isolaion vave a the point of connection between
the County's mains and the shopping center's laterd lines. | am advisad that were the sewer lines to be
condructed today, an isolaion vave would mogt likdy be required to be inddled by the shopping
center developer as a routine meesure.  However, a the time the shopping center was being
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congructed, such precautions were not conddered routine. In any event, it appears thet the cause of
the blockage to the sawer main was not the lack of an isolaion vave, but the improper dumping of
greese into the sawer sysem.

Based on the report from EDS, | have prepared resolution RO0-168 which, if adopted by the Board,
would deny KCA's dam. Basad on my investigation of this metter, | recommend thet the dam be
denied.

Barnett/3440:mrc

Attachments

- Leter from Mak A. Short, Kaufmen & Candles, of August 11, 2000, to Water C. Zaremba,
Charmen
Memorandum to file from Jeff Dunn, Utilities Operation Superintendent, of August 31, 2000
Resolution RO0-168



